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Chromite has a chemical constitution analogous to mag-
netite (magnetic iron-ore), but differs from it in composition
by the replacement of a portion of the iron oxide by
chromic oxide. It is frequently found associated with the
igneous rocks, such as the olivine rocks, which also contain
large quantities of magnesia. In this association it is
found in various parts of South India. An attempt was
made by Mr Heath to work the chromite found associated
with magnesite in the low hills between the town of Salem
and the Shevaroy hills, the white colour of which has given

Fig. 21.   Beryl crystals.
rise to the inaccurate name of the "Chalk Hills/' The
chromite deposits of the Mysore State first received serious
consideration in 1906, when licenses were granted for their
exploitation, which, however, does not appear yet to have
developed into a regular industry, although the amount
raised in 1907 was H,OQO tons. As in the Salem district,
the chromite of Mysore is found associated with ultra-basic
rocks, such as olivine rock and the product of its alteration,
serpentine. The most important deposits known appear to
be those situated near the village of Kadakola in the
Mysore district, but other occurrences have been detected